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Lefroy backs 
nuisance calls 
consultation
STAFFORD MP Jeremy 
Lefroy has supported further 
action recently taken by 
the Government to tackle 
the problem of nuisance 
calls. They have opened a 
consultation on whether 
company directors should be 
personally liable for breaches 
of the law in this area.

For many people around the 
UK unwanted marketing calls 
are a source of annoyance 
and inconvenience. For the 
most vulnerable in society 
however, they can cause 
extreme anxiety and distress. 

Over the last few years the 
Government has introduced 
a series of measures to make 
it more difficult for direct 
marketing companies to 
make nuisance calls. As a 
result of these measures, both 
the ICO and Ofcom have 
reported that nuisance calls 
complaints have fallen for the 
second year in a row.

A public consultation 
exercise was launched to 
invite views on further action.

The Information 
Commissioner can already 
take action against companies 
and their directors that act 
outside of the law. Companies 
responsible for nuisance calls 
can be fined up to £500,000 
if they are found to have 
breached the Privacy and 
Electronic Communications 
Regulations. However, these 
measures alone have so far 
not stopped some directors 
from dissolving companies 
to avoid incurring fines, only 
to form new ones which 
continue to flout the rules. 
The consultation – which will 
run until August 21 – explores 
whether we should go further 
by making company directors 
personally liable for breaches 
of the relevant legislation.

Find out more at www.
gov.uk/government/
consultations.

Keith will be all at sea during 
96-day race across the world
By Leah Cassady 
leah.cassady@reachplc.com

A STAFFORDSHIRE man is taking 
to the sea for almost 100 days to raise 
money for two charities close to his 
heart.

Eccleshall resident Keith Winstanley 
has signed up to take part in the 2019-
2020 Clipper Round the World Yacht 
Race. 

He will complete leg two (across the 
South Atlantic from South America 
to South Africa), leg three (across the 
Southern Ocean from South Africa to 
Australia), leg six (across the North 
Pacific from China to the USA) and leg 
eight (across the North Atlantic from 
the USA to the UK) - a total of 17,395 
miles in around 96 days.

The 57-year-old said: “There are 
a number of reasons I have signed 
up for Clipper 2019-2020 and, more 
specifically, the four big west to east 
ocean crossings. First and foremost it 
is  for the challenge. 

“Clipper is the toughest amateur 
yacht race in the world and the only 
such event that is open to complete 
amateurs, 40 per cent of whom have 
no prior sailing experience. For me 
it represents the ultimate physical, 
mental and physcological challenge.”

He added: “Although it might sound 
something of a cliché, I believe 
curiosity, challenge, endeavour and 
exploration are at the heart of the 
human spirit and achievements are 
what defines us.”

Keith, who served in the Royal 
Navy for almost 34 years and is now a 
director of two UK based companies, is 
yet to learn where he is to set sail next 
summer but will find out who it will be 
with at the Crew Allocation meeting in 
May 2019.

He admits that despite this extensive 
maritime experience, prior to 
completing the first stage of Clipper 
training in April 2018 his yachting days 

at sea could be counted on the fingers 
of one hand.

When it came to the charities he has 
chosen to fundraise for, they were an 
easy choice for him.

“As far as the charities are concerned 
then for me the choice was simple. My 
youngest daughter, Rebekah, aged 25,  
was diagnosed with autism at the age 
of about two. Although the money I 
raise for The National Autistic Society 
will not benefit Rebekah directly I 
hope it will go towards helping others 

and other families struggling with this 
condition. 

“My second charity is Diabetes UK. 
I am a diabetic and have been since 
being unexpectedly diagnosed during 
a routine military medical at the age 
of 36. Since then I have done much 
but am now going to put my control of 
the condition to the test in one of the 
toughest yacht races in the world.”

To donate to either cause visit 
w w w . j u s t g i v i n g . c o m / t e a m s /
keithsclipperadventure.

PLAIN SAILING: 
Keith Winstanley 
helming a 68ft 
Clipper yacht 
during level one 
training in the 
Solent in April.


